John Hobbyz4.719381 23.111901)

For such a great majust where do you start?

Perhaps we should do it logically. So

T First we will start with an article wriAten
bush rugby league legend

1 Thenwewi | add Johnés complete playing, coachin
league official

1 Then we will add sommaterial fomiA The Hobbyo years, 1966 to 109
1 Finally we will add somehotos of John Hobhwa 1969 article from the West Lasgs magazineand
details of Westdéds fiTeam of the Centuryo that

So here goes..

John HOADblyush rugby | e a

Barry Rossi 23 March 2017( an arti cl e r AnMen of Le

For a man who never played Sydney footballnJoh
Hobby had an amazing 17 year career.

He toured New Zealand with NSW Country in 1968,
as well as representing Country Seconds four times,
playing six matches against International touring
teams, representing three divisions in a total of 30
plus games, plying for four Country Groups and
winning six Premierships as a captain/coach.

Highly respected by his teamates and opponents
alike, John gave back plenty to the game he loved
after his playing career had finished.

Born at Coolah on 24 July 1938, Johteated the

local primary school where he began playing Rugby
League in 1946. After leaving primary school, he
made the 110 kms south journey each way, five days
. aweek, to study at Mudgee High from 1952 to 1954.
In 1952 he was forced to give football anatter

being kicked in the head by a mule at a circus. This
resulted in a fractured skull and for most people,
football of any kind would never be considered. But
he began playing again with the local under 15s in
1953 and the under 18s the following season

He was moved up to the Coolah first grade side in
1957, where his father, Marsden, was a long term
senior official and played with them until the end of
1959 before joining Bathurst Railways in 1960 and
1961. While with Railways in 1960, he represented

. . . ©  Western Division in the Country Championship, as he
also did in 1961 and on 1 June 1960 was a member of the Western Division team which defeated-#rance |




at Dubbo. He also gained his first selection for Country Seconds in 1960. Bathurst Railway ntzdeiphe
10 Final in 1960 and the semi finals in 1961 and John played strongly in both games.

In 1962 he began the first of four successive seasons as Eugowra captain/coach, winning the minor
premiership, but going down in the Grand Final. As this was lsisdaptain/coaching job, John made
himself unavailable for any representative selection.

For the next three seasons, 1963 to 1965, Eugowra won the Premiership and John represented Western
Division each season, as well as playing with Country Seconds $al®b1964. In 1963 he also played for
Western Division against New Zealand at Parkes and in 1964 played his second international against Frar
when Western Division won 1¥1 at Orange.

Newcastle was his next port of call in 1966 and here he was gmyeagtain/coach the Western Suburbs
Rosellas for four seasons. Success was immediate and the Rosellas won the 1966 Newcastle major and r
premierships, defeating Cessnock®ih the Grand Final with John scoring a try and a goal.

In 1967 Wests were agq minor premiers but were pipped-1B by Norths in the Grand Final. Minor
premiers again in 1968, the Rosellas won thespason competition but were defeated in the final. In
another grand final in 1969, Wests were beaten by Lakes United.

While in Newcastle, he represented Newcastle against Great Britain in the unk2clog$ at Newcastle
Sportsground on 13 June 1966. In this game he won the trophy for the best forward in either team. The ne
season he again represented Newcastle, this time id{heittory over New Zealand. He also represented
Newcastle in the Country Championship in each of his four seasons.

NSW Country toured New Zealand in early May 1968 and John was a member of the team. Coached by
Brian Carlson (23 Tests) and captained byyBischoff, who was then playing with West Tamworth, the
Country boys had to play three tough matches in four days. On returning to Sydney, John captained Coun
Seconds against City Seconds.

Tumut was his next destination and he captain/coached ths tocdhe Premiership in his first season, 1970.
The same year, on 24 June 1970 at Robertson Oval Wagga Wagga, he played for Riverina in thelkXight 12
loss to Great Britain. Tumut were runners up in 1971 and 1972, but in 1973, John won his six@rsRigmi
from 12 seasons as a captain/coach. He remained captain/coach of Tumut until the end of the 1976 and tt
retired.

He worked as Tumutds non playing coach in 1980
1982 as well as Riverina Daional coach in 1984, when they were runners up in the Country championship.
For the next six years he continued to work in Rugby League, serving as a member of the Group 9
management committee, a Country RL selector, a senior Group-preisieent, Tumiuclub president and a
member of the referees6 fees committee.

During his long and successful career, John had several lucrative offers from Sydney clubs, but as a true <
of the bush, he rejected them for life in the country.

While coaching at Eugowraghmet his future wife Jennifer, who was a local nurse. They married in 1966
and a teanmate from the Eugowra Premiership teams, international second rower, Barry Beath (1965 and
1971 Australian teams to New Zealand) was best man.

When John signed with Turhbe and Jennifer and their two sons David and Matthew settled down in the
Riverina town. A few years later, daughter Gina was born and for many years, Gina and her husband, Dar
have been involved with the Tumut RLFC.

While Rugby League was always big priority, over the years John worked as an electrician, a contract
harvester, a bricklayer and tiler, and at Tumut, he was a truck driver. He left his mark on all the towns in
which he coached. There is a mural of him, lan Walsh and Barry BeathEaighera Central Hotel, while



at Newcastle he was named in the Rosellas Team of the Century. In Tumut, the locals enjoy watching
football from 6the John Hobby Hill é at the I oca
created. At his placef dirth, Coolah, a large granite plaque, denoting his extensive playing record, is fixed a
the local football ground.

In his later years, John enjoyed fishing and lawn bowls, while he also spent a lot of time on his vegetable
garden. In the early 1990%hh was diagnosed as having a brain tumour. Showing his typical courage and
grit, he battled this for almost a year before passing away on 30 November 1991 at Tumut, aged just 53.




John Hobéwyailed Rugby Leadg

J 0 h medorsl is as folwse é é
Born in Coolah, and attended Mudgee High School frony 184.952.

After leaving school John had a spell from Rugby League, before resuming witlihQaaolars in 1956. In
1957, 1958 and 1959 John represented Coolah Seniors.

é . t h ewESTERN DIVISION

Bathurst Railway RLFC 1960 and 1961

1 1960
o Represented Western Division in the Country Championships
o Represented Western Division v France
o Represented Country Seconds
o Played in the Group 10 Final

o0 Represented Western Division in the Country Chamghis
o Played in the Group 10 Semi Final

EugowraAll Blacks RLFC1 Captain / Coach 1962 to 1965

1 1962
o Unavailable for Representative football
o Was in the losing team in the Grop Gand Final
1 1963
0 Represented Western Division in the Country Champiosship
0 Represented Western Division against New Zealand
0 Represented Country Seconds
o Won the Groud 1 Grand Fina(Eugowra 13 def Forbeg 0O

o0 Represented Western Division in the Country Championships
0 Represented Western Division in the State Cup
0 RepresentetVestern Division v France
0 Represented Country Seconds
o Won the Groud1 Grand Fina[Eugowra won 8 7)
1 1965
0 Represented Western Division
0 Represented Western Division in the State Cup
o Won the Groud 1 GrandFinal (Eugowra won 25 8)

et hené. . NEWCAS$ DINEVedDRoSellaS RLFC Captain / Coacli 1966 to 1969

1 1966
0 Represented Newcastle v Great Britain (wo
o Won the Newcastle RL Grand Final (We%t def Cessnock 9)
1 1967
0 Represented Newcastle in the Country Championships
0 Represented &lvcastle v New Zealand
0 Lostthe Newcastle RL Grand Final



0 Represented Newcastle in the Country Championships
o Captain of Country Seconds

0 Toured New Zealand with Combined Country

0 Lost the Newcastle RL Final

o0 Represented Newcastle in the Country Chamghips
0 Lost the Newcastle RL Final

étme&. . RI VERI NA DI VI S| RBURE@iéCaptamu CoacB 19d0es19oach in 1980

1 1970
o Represented Riverina in the Country Championships
o Represented Riverina v Gre
Pl ayer o award)
o Won the Group %rand Final
1 1971
o Represented Riverina in the CounBllampionships
o Was in the losing team in the Grand Final
T 1972
0 Was in the losing team in the Grand Final
1 1973
o Won the Grand Final (Tumt 24 def Wagga Kangaroos 4)
1 1974 and 1976
o Captain/ Coach of Tumut
1 1980
0 Coachof Tumut (Photo : The fiJohn islawhriey eabheenoat Tiuraut RLFG) o p hy

éthen 1982 to 1990

1 1982, 1983 and 1984
o Group 9 Selector
1 1984
o Coach of the Riverina &&n (Runners Up in the Country Championships)
9 1984 and 1985
o Member of the Group 9 Management Committee
1 1985
o Member of the Country Rugby League selection panel
1 1986
o Member of the Country Rugby League selection panel
o Group 9 Senior Vice president
0 Member of tle Referees Fees committee
1987 and 1988
o Member of the Country Rugby League selection panel
o Senior Vice President of Group 9
1 1989 and 1990
o Member of the Country Rugby League selection panel



1966

What a year! For the first time West we
Major Premiers irall 3 grades as well as
being Club Champions. West welcome
new Captain / Coach, John Hobb

Coolah, John was a tough lock df Bow
forward. He is regarded by many, alonies
with Rex Elvin, David Howell and Johngli® i o
Cook s as b -
Indeed Rex Elvin, David Howell and Johi
Hobby all won Premierships in theif1l
year with West. In the *1Grade Grand /!
Final, West 31 def West team wasRHensbyi Mo
(try) 5. J McLaughlin (try) 6. NATagd Spruce 7. M
Richards 12. A Buman 13. R Davies (4 goals). In Reserve Grade, West 19 def Maitland 9. The Reserve Grade side
1. R Tuner 2.7?7? 3. G Sutcliffe 4. T Jukes (2 tries, FG) 5. O Kilpatrick 6. B Martin 7. K Hodgson (4 goals 8. G Alchi
9. K Emerton 10. K Partridge 11. G Whitmore (try) 12. A Dagwell 13 C Bakes Res A Milton and R Walls. Th
deferred 3 Grade Grand Rl was played at DISTRICT PARK (yep, District Park, now defunct, behind the tennis courts
at Broadmeadow). Brian Warby scored a Club Record of 6 tries in this Grand Final when West 41 def Kurri 0. T
winning West side was 1. B Warby (6 tries) 2. G Rawve® B Stanbridge (3 goals) 4. W Mahoney (try) 5. K Campbell
(2 tries) 6. AWallis 7. J Cooper (try) 8. D Howlett 9. G Whitmore 10. G McLachlan 11. G Savage (try) 12. H Hill 12
R Campbell Res K Davies (goal), B Smith, J Everleigh. Players to itaan@/est grade in 1966 included West stalwart
(and games record holder) All an Dagwell, Jesmond | a
local junior Alan Wallis. George Ravelon came to West from Narrabri and centre, Bob HensligténFarmed a great
combination with John Cootes) came from the Roosters in Sydney.

”
o h 4

Cess 9. The

Date Opponent Result Reserves Thirds
9 Apr Central Won 24- 11 Won 21- 8 Won 9- 2
16 Apr Waratah Won 26- 13 Won 24-9 Won 33- 2
23 Apr Kurri Won 24- 7 Won 11- 4 Won 8- 0
30 Apr South Won 18- 12 Won 23-0 Won 20-0
8 May Macquarie Lost 11- 6 Won 5- 2 Won 34- 6
15 May North Won 20- 15 Won 19- 2 Won 30- 2
22 May Cessnock Won 7- 2 Won 54-7 Won 45-0
30 May Lakes Won 13-4 Won 19- 13 Won 44- 6
4 June Maitland Lost11-6 Won 20- 6 Won 7-2
18 Jun Waratah Lost 17-0 Won 39- 0 Won 15- 0
25 Jun Kurri Won 15- 7 Won 27- 2 Won 18- 2
2 Jul South Won 32- 10 Won 13-7 Won 25- 2
10 Jul Macquarie Won 29-7 Won 46- 19 Won 62-0
16 Jul North Won 16-7 Won 21-0 Won 19-4
23 Jul Cessnock Lost 22- 3 Won 19- 11 Won 15-7
30 Jul Lakes Won 11-9 Won 18- 2 Won 21- 2
6 Aug Maitland Lost 12-5 Won 14- 3 4 all Draw
21 Aug Central Won 15- 8 Won 18- 0 Won 10- 4
27Aug | Major Sems West7 Cess 4 West 24 Mait 11
2 Sep | Major Semi West 39 Kurri 4
9 Sep | Grand Finals West31 Cess 9| West19 Mait 9
17 Sep | Grand Final West 41 Kurri 0




1966- Rugby League History

IRIETF
AT

I n 1966 (the Golden Year) West created historwimning the major and minor premierships in all 3 gradibss was
the first (and only time) that this has been achieved in Newcastle Rugby L&agpexial poem was penned for the
occasionWhen you recite the poem, speak loudly and think proudly ahtgbkty red and green

They brought back many memories

Of dim days of the past

And raised the tatteredred andgreen
Sky high to fly top mast

In all three grades they reached the peak
And won the final game

They wrote new records in the book

To give West pride and fame

Upon the fields of Rugby League
They carved a tale of glory

For bards to write in years to come
THE MIGHTY WESTERN STORY!



At the 1966 Presentation Night when the
West players from all 3 winning teams were
presented with #ir premiership winning
blazers.

Pictured(left) are losing Cessnock Captain /
Coach, Don Schofield, John Hobby and West
Secretary, Glen Maloney

Pictured (below) are thé3Grade Captain /
Coach, Brian Stanbridge, First Grade Captain
/ Coach, John HoljhReserve Grade Captain
Kevin Hodgson, and the Mayor of
Newcastle, Doug MacDougall

First Grade Players Rob Davies, Brian Warby, Mick Gallagher, Allan Buman, Brian Carlin, Dennis
Rowston, fiBomber o Hore, AYarbaodo WAl shinfiMdWagga
John Richards Absent Bob Hensby, John McLaughlin



20 September

First GradeGrandFinal¢ No 1 Sportsgrounc

Referee¢ N Spohr

West31 Cessnock 7

Team

1. Gazyltes

2. M Alchin 2 tries
3. W Hore try

4. R Hensby try

5. J McLaughlin try

6. D ac¢l 3¢ { LI

7. M Gallagher

8. J Hobby try, goal, Captain / Coach
9. D Rowston

10. R Johnson

11. J Richards

12. A Buman

13. R Davies 4 goals

Semi Final West 7 Cessnock 4

Point Score West 26
Cessnock 24
Maitland 23
South 22




1967

West nearly won all 3 again in 196With First Grade unluckily beaten in the Grand Final by a coupeiats. Reserve

Grade defeated Lakes 219 in the Grand Final. The winning West team was 1. C John (try) 2. R Turner (try) 3. O
Kilpatrick 4. D Armstrong 5. B Warby (goal) 6. B Martin 7. K Hodgson (5 goals) 8. G Walsh 9. K Partridge 10. k
Emerton11. G Savage (try) 12. A Dagwell 13. G McLachlan. Kevin Hodgson was Captain / Coach of this impressi\
team that lost 1 game during the season. Third Grade ur N »
Captain / Coach Brian Stanbridge also lost one game, |
won the Grand Final 1610 overNorth. The winning team g
was 1. W Smith 2. A Milton 3. B Stanbridge (6 goals) K
D Howlett 5. K Campbell 6. A Wallis 7. J Cooper 8.\
Mahoney 9. G Ravelon 10. D Bullen 11. R Campbell
H Hill 13. R Gilson (goal, field goal) Reserves | Paul, &

! e 1o

Tarrant, K Davies. Players first appearing in grade in 1%&
inc West Juniors Garry Dagwell, Chris John and Pe. =
ASher md Hol mes, who was I
football laces. But the biggest name to appear in 1967 \.. =+
Father John Cootes. Cootes (pred) was a Roman

Catholic Priest and whilst studying in Rome he playg®

vear p

his return to Newcastle he played with West, and =
represented Australia fr¢ ! : : tal en:
was! Cootes codldo anything. On 7 May at Waratah Oval, goalklcker Rob Dawes was dlsmlssed from the field (yej
sent off). Coach John Hobby then missed one from in front. Then John Cootes kicked (I reckon) 11 from 11, but
Newcastle Herald said 11 from 15. Anyway,cCbes coul d score tries and Kkick
goalkicker. All in all a very good year with just 2 points denying us a great year...and all the better with the arrival
John Cootes!.

Date Opponent Result Reserves Thirds
1 Apr Macquarie Won 27- 19 Won 19- 6 Won 28- 2
8 Apr Cessnock Won 20- 16 Won 23- 4 Won 52-0
15 Apr South Lost 14-7 Won 13- 12 Lost 9-5
23 Apr Maitland Won 17- 15 Won 14-4 Won 14-9
29 Apr North Lost 23- 6 Won 22- 8 Won 22- 4
7 May Waratah Won 46- 18 Won 10- 6 Won 28-5
14 May Central Won 15-6 Won 44- 2 Won 12-0
21 May Lakes Won 23- 10 Won 29-7 Won 31-0
28 May Kurri Won 17-9 Won 21- 0 Won 18- 6
4 Jun Macquarie Lost 15-11 Won 26- 10 Won 43- 2
10 Jun Cessnock Won 21- 13 Won 11-7 Won 13-4
17 Jun South Won 29-5 Won 16- 4 Won 14- 0
1 Jul North Won 8-7 Won 17-7 Won 9-5
9 Jul Waratah Won 43-4 Won 37-7 Won 16- 7
15 Jul Central Won 25- 13 Won 24- 2 Won 17- 4
23 Jul Lakes Won 25- 21 Lost 9- 6 Won 14- 6
30 Jul Kurri Won 34- 2 Won 37-4 Won 32-0
5 Aug Maitland Won 10- 6 Won 32- 6 Won 6-5
13Aug Major Sems West16 North 7 West 24 Lakes 9 North 11 West 2
19 Aug Final West 19 South 2
9Sep | Grand Finals | North 13 West 11| West 19 lakes 9 West 16 North 10




1968

West had another good year in 1968 with First Grade disapponting by losing their last 3 games of the season and fz
to reach the Grand Final. Reserve Grade, again under coach Kevin Hodgson won the Grand FinaingyNisfisal 5

T 9. The West team was 1. B Warby (3 goals) 2. K Campbell 3. D Armstrong 4. R Cronin (try) 5. P Holmes 6.
Martin (try) 7. K Hodgson 8. D Rowston 9. B Carlin 10. K Partridge (try) 11. T Browne 12. M Page 13. G Waldie
Third Gradeunder coach Brian Stanbridge made it 5 consecutive Premierships, when they defeatediSo(jlerhaps

127 6) in the Grand Final. The West team was 1. C John 2. A Milton (try) 3. G Walsh 4. E Ellum 5. R Dowse 6.\
Weston 7.J Cooper 8. D Howld€dt B Stanbridge ( 3 goals) 10.J Peterson 11. R Bullen (try) 12. L Bartholemew 13
R Campbell. In one of the smallest turnover of players recorded there were only 18 new players who played for We:s
1968. The most notable of these were West Umited Tony Browne, utility Ken Smith and Waratah 5/8 David Higgins.

Ken Smith: Ken Smith was born in Ryde, and commenced his
football career with the Burnside Schoolboys. He played
Under 18086s with Concord West
in 1959 he waapproached to play First Grade Rugby League

in Eugowra. At Eugowra, lan Walsh was the coach for the
1959 and 1960 seasons witho
John Hobby took over in 1962 with immediate success by
taking out the Minor Premiership. 1963 was amutéxcellent
season, and Ken was chosen in the Group 11 team ais five
eighth. In 1964 with John Hobby as Captain / Coach and Ken

Smith as five eighth Eugowra won the Major titles. John Hobby joined West in 1966 (and won the Grand Final witt
317 7 win over Cessnock) whilst Ken Smith coached Eugowra. In 1967 Ken coached Coolah and in 1968 he joined J¢
Hobby at West. At West Ken was so versatile that he played in the backs or the forwards. At West he also gaine

ni ckname

wi t h

a

APoppad

grand

bacaeseoobt hGeorgeembeat
wing in the John Raper coached team that defeated Maitland124 . He

try. I n 1971

APoppaodo C
had a real winger
K eResemweQradd. Hiswillingdessto plag in @ahy dgraaa r

in any position was an object lesson to all the footballers at West.

Date | Opponent Result Reserves | Thirds
Caltex Pre Season Finali West 16 Central 14 (Kilpatrick, Hodgson tries, Cootes 5 goals)
21 Apr Central Won 16- 15 Won 46- 4 Won 18- 8
27 Apr North Won 19- 12 Won 39- 4 Won 41-0
4 May Kurri Won 13- 9 Won 16- 6 Won 20-0
11 May South Won 19- 5 Won 15- 0 Won 6-5
19 May Macquarie Won 24- 2 Won 21- 8 Won 13- 8
25 May Waratah Won19- 14 Won 14- 0 Won 26- 8
2 Jun Cessnock Won 35-12 Won 31- 12 Won 30- 0
9 Jun Lakes Won 12- 2 Won 21- 8 Won 22- 2
15 Jun Maitland Won 34- 17 Won 36- 2 Lost 11- 10
23 Jun Central Won 25- 6 Won 32-7 Won 39- 4
29 Jun North Won 19-7 Won 22-9 Won 17-2
6 Jul Kurri Won 30- 7 Won 34- 8 Won 15-11
13 Jul South Lost 10- 3 Won 12-5 Won 14- 4
20 Jul Macquarie Won 15- 6 Won 43- 2 Won 21-9
27 Jul Waratah Won 19- 10 Won 37- 2 Won 45- 6
3 Aug Cessnock Won 35-7 Won 46- 0 Won on forfeit
10 Aug Lakes 11 all Draw Won 19-9 Won 23- 2
17 Aug Maitland Lost 27- 18 Won 42- 12 Won 15-9
31Aug Major Semss Lakes 20 West 18 | West 36 South 6 South 7 West 6
7 Sep Finals South 13 West 11 West 22 Waratah 4
14 Sep | Grand Finals South 9 Lakes 6 | West 15 North 9 West 12 South 0




